
       inistry. It is a loaded word. A lot of different thoughts come to mind when we
hear the word ministry (ex. Pastor, food pantry, volunteering, etc.). All of these
different ideas have a common theme woven through them. They all revolve
around serving. These are not just any kind of serving, these are a ministerial
type of serving that all revolve around serving people. There is a particular
posture we take when serving and participating in ministry. This posture is:
awareness of the needs of those we are serving, humbleness to lower ourselves
to become a servant, and a willingness to engage and show the love of Christ
through service. The ministry we will be doing through MWOs is important, but it
is just as important to prepare our hearts now in order to be ready to serve in the
right posture when we engage in meaningful ministry projects at NYC.

        ith. Did you know, during MWOs at NYC over 38,000 hours of service will be
contributed by participants (like you!) to help communities around Tampa Bay?!
Imagine the impact these projects will be to the communities we serve! One of
the greatest parts about MWOs is that we do not do these projects alone. Yes,
you will get to serve with our specific group during your MWO project. But other
NYC groups will also be serving outside of your group’s project, and all of NYC’s
ministry projects together make up our MWOs. Even though we may be doing
separate projects, we will all be participating in ministry projects together, with
one another, all throughout the city. 

       thers. Ministry With Others is set up in such a way that we cannot talk about
the with, without talking about others. They are inseparable. So even outside of
serving with NYC participants, we get the opportunity to partner with
organizations and local churches in and around Tampa Bay to help spread the
impact of our ministry projects, not just to impact the organizations and
churches, but even through these organizations and churches bless people we
may never get to meet face to face! So, when you hear Ministry With Others,
know that we are not going to minister to people. We are going to engage and
minister with communities and people, so that we may be a blessing to them
and leave an impact much greater than we can imagine.
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Discussion
Sit with your teens and discuss where they see needs around their community.
Come up with a list of possible places to serve when you get back from NYC, so
that the movement of overflowing with hope can extend from NYC into your
own community.
 

Activity
Items you will need: Cups, access to water, a bucket or something that will hold
water

Each participant will need water in their cup to start. Have them form a line
about ten big steps away from the bucket.

Goal: Get the water in your cup into the bucket. 

Everybody needs to have their eyes covered/shut. The first student will walk
forward and try to pour their water into the bucket, while still having their eyes
closed. After they pour their water out, into the bucket or not, they will
uncover/open their eyes and see if they got it or how far away they were. They
will stand close to the bucket and the next person will start. The first student
will be the guide of the person who is walking forward, BUT, they can only say
two words to help guide them. After the second student gets done, they will see
if they made it in the bucket and stand with the first person. Now both of the
students who poured their water out can help guide the next student, but again
each guide can only say two words to help the next student out. The group that
is guiding keeps growing until there are only a couple people in line. The first
three students who went will go back and fill up their cups with water and they
will be guided by more students this time. 

You can continue this process as long as you want. Afterwards, gather
everybody around and talk about the lesson:

As we started off, getting the water into the bucket was hard. There weren’t very
many voices guiding where we were going, some of us didn’t have anybody
helping us at all. But as more students started becoming guides, it became
easier and easier to get the water in the bucket. The bucket started to gain
water little by little if the water you poured made it into the bucket. We were
able to come together and grow the amount of water together. Each person
played a small role in getting the water in the bucket. Even if you did not get the
water in there yourself, you were able to help guide somebody else to get water
in the bucket.



The Ministry With Others Project we serve in, may not feel like a huge deal to us.
If there are almost 10,000 other people serving, why do I need to participate?
Your role will be one small part of your group’s project. Your group’s project will
be one small project going on in the community you will be serving. All of the
projects in your community will just be one part of all of the projects going on
around the Tampa Bay area over a three-day span. The time each of you spend
serving at MWOs will be a very small amount of time. But as we all (all of NYC)
serve in our areas, we will have engaged in over 38,000 hours of Ministry With
Others. Just like in our activity, our small part of what we are doing adds up. Our
own service will grow into more and more service around the city and make a
huge impact on the city of Tampa Bay and the people who live there.

Prayer
God, we come before you today asking you to do something difficult… We know
it is not difficult for you, but it can be hard for us. We ask that you prepare our
hearts to serve. Give us the awareness to see the needs of those we are serving.
Help us be ready to serve, not only the community we are coming in to, but to
serve you and help paint a picture of the Kingdom of Heaven as we engage in
Ministry With Others. We not only pray for ourselves to be prepared to serve, but
we also ask that the community we are serving to be open to the work you may
have us do. We hope they see the work being done all around their community,
during NYC and the days after. We hope they see the love of Christ in us and in
our work, in your work. God, we hope they see you. Help us to see you too. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.


